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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 5-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as based on a 
disclosure which is not enabling. A partition which is operable to permit fluid 
communication between the first composite material and the second composite material 
which is critical or essential to the practice of the invention, but not included in claim 5 
is not enabled by the disclosure. See In re Mayhew, 527 F.2d 1229, 188 USPQ 356 
(CCPA 1976). Examiner notes the preamble of claim 5 includes "a device for capturing 
and storing evaporative emissions", therefore the fluid to be separated in the device 
needs to pass from the first composite material to the second composite material. 
Currently , claim 5 reads on a device having a solid partition which moves within a 
chamber, however the solid partition would prevent fluid from moving from the first 
composite material to the second composite material, as is required to properly 
separate vapors from an airflow. Examiner respectfully requests applicant insert the 
limitations of claim 6 into claim 5 to provide for permitting fluid communication between 
the first composite material and the second composite material. Claims 6-12 depend on 
claim 5 and hence are also rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Japanese reference(2002-48016). 

Japanese reference teaches a device for maintaining composite materials 
substantially separate within a chamber comprising a housing(2) including the chamber, 
wherein the chamber contains a first composite(10in housing part 4), a second 
composite material(10 in housing part 4a), and a partition(8) inserted therebetween, 
wherein the partition is operable to move(see abstract) within the chamber while 
retaining the first composite material substantially separate from the second composite 
material and wherein the partition is operable to permit fluid communication(by open 
grid structure) between the first composite material and the second composite material. 
Japanese reference further teaches wherein the partition comprises a rigid plate with a 
plurality of ribs(1 1 in figure 6) attached thereto, wherein the rigid plate fits within the 
chamber along a plane substantially perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the chamber, 
wherein external dimensions of the rigid plate are slightly less than internal dimensions 
of the chamber in the plane perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the chamber, 
wherein the plurality of ribs is operable to maintain the rigid plate substantially 
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the chamber. Japanese reference further 
teaches wherein each rib is attached substantially at an outer perimeter of the rigid 
plate. Japanese reference further teaches wherein each rib is substantially parallel to a 
longitudinal axis of the chamber. 
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Claims 5-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Japanese reference(2002-48016). 

Japanese reference teaches a device for capturing and storing evaporative 
emissions comprising a housing(2), the housing including a chamber containing a first 
composite(10 in housing part 4), a second composite material(10 in housing part 4a), 
and a partition(8) inserted therebetween, wherein the partition substantially separates 
the first composite material and the second composite material, and wherein the 
partition is operable to move(see abstract) within the chamber while retaining the first 
composite material substantially separate from the second composite material. 
Japanese reference further teaches wherein the partition is operable to permit fluid 
communication(by open grid structure) between the first composite material and the 
second composite material. Japanese reference further teaches wherein the partition 
comprises a rigid plate with a plurality of ribs(1 1 in figure 6) attached thereto, wherein 
the rigid plate fits within the chamber along a plane substantially perpendicular to a 
longitudinal axis of the chamber, wherein external dimensions of the rigid plate are 
slightly less than internal dimensions of the chamber in the plane perpendicular to the 
longitudinal axis of the chamber, wherein the plurality of ribs is operable to maintain the 
rigid plate substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the chamber. 
Japanese reference further teaches wherein each rib is attached substantially at an 
outer perimeter of the rigid plate. Japanese reference further teaches wherein each rib 
is substantially parallel to a longitudinal axis of the chamber. Japanese reference 
further teaches a first end and a second end of the chamber, wherein the second end of 
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the chamber comprises a device operable to exert a compressive force on the second 
composite material. Japanese reference further teaches wherein the partition is 
operable to transfer at least a portion of the compressive force exerted by the second 
end of the chamber to the first composite material. Japanese reference further teaches 
wherein the first composite material is operable to capture and store at least a portion of 
evaporative emissions. Japanese reference further teaches wherein the second 
composite material is operable to capture and store at least a portion of evaporative 
emissions. 

Claims 14-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Japanese reference(2002-48016). 

Japanese reference teaches a partition for maintaining a first composite material 
substantially separate from a second composite material comprising a rigid plate with a 
plurality of ribs(1 1 in figure 6) attached thereto, wherein the rigid plate is inserted within 
the chamber along a plane substantially perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the 
chamber, wherein external dimensions of the rigid plate are slightly less than internal 
dimensions of the chamber in the plane perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the 
chamber, wherein the plurality of ribs is operable to maintain the rigid plate substantially 
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the chamber, and wherein the partition is 
operable to move within the chamber. Japanese reference further teaches wherein 
each rib is attached substantially at an outer perimeter of the rigid plate. Japanese 
reference further teaches wherein each rib is substantially parallel to a longitudinal axis 
of the chamber. Japanese reference further teaches wherein the partition is operable to 



Application/Control Number: 10/824,451 Page 6 

Art Unit: 1724 

transfer at least a portion of the compressive force exerted by the second end of the 
chamber to the first composite material. Japanese reference further teaches wherein 
the partition is operable to permit fluid communication(by open grid structure) between 
the first composite material and the second composite material. Japanese reference 
further teaches wherein the first composite material is operable to capture and store at 
least a portion of evaporative emissions. 

Claims 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Japanese reference(2002-48016). 

Japanese reference teaches a method to maintain a first composite material 
substantially separate from a second composite material, each contained within a 
chamber(4,4a) comprising inserting a partitioned 8) into the chamber between the first 
composite material and the second composite material, wherein the partition is operable 
to move within the chamber while maintaining the first composite material substantially 
separate from the second composite material, wherein the partition comprises a rigid 
plate with a plurality of ribs attached thereto, wherein the rigid plate fits within the 
chamber along a plane substantially perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the chamber, 
wherein external dimensions of the rigid plate are slightly less than internal dimensions 
of the chamber in the plane substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the 
chamber, wherein each rib is attached substantially at an outer perimeter of the rigid 
plate, wherein each rib is substantially parallel to a longitudinal axis of the chamber, 
wherein the plurality of ribs is operable to maintain the rigid plate substantially 
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the chamber. 
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Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Reddy(5408976). 

Reddy teaches a device for maintaining composite materials substantially 
separate within a chamber comprising a housing(1 10 in figure 2) including the chamber, 
wherein the chamber contains a first composite(1 15), a second composite 
material(114), and a partition(1 11) inserted therebetween, wherein the partition is 
operable to move(note expandable and contractible adsorbent; column 4 lines 1 1-13)) 
within the chamber while retaining the first composite material substantially separate 
from the second composite material and wherein the partition is operable to permit fluid 
communication(by plurality of openings) between the first composite material and the 
second composite material. 

Claims 5,6,10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Reddy(5408976). 

Reddy teaches a device for capturing and storing evaporative emissions 
comprising a housing(1 10 in figure 2) including a chamber, wherein the chamber 
contains a first composite(1 15), a second composite material(1 14), and a partition^ 11) 
inserted therebetween, wherein the partition substantially separates the first composite 
material and the second composite material , and wherein the partition is operable to 
move(note expandable and contractible adsorbent; column 4 lines 11-1 3)) within the 
chamber while retaining the first composite material substantially separate from the 
second composite material. Reddy wherein the partition is operable to permit fluid 
communication(by plurality of openings) between the first composite material and the 
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second composite material. Reddy further teaches a first end and a second end of the 
chamber, wherein the second end of the chamber comprises a device operable to exert 
a compressive force on the second composite material. Reddy further teaches wherein 
the partition is operable to transfer at least a portion of the compressive force exerted by 
the second end of the chamber to the first composite material. Reddy further teaches 
wherein the first composite material is operable to capture and store at least a portion of 
evaporative emissions. Reddy further teaches wherein the second composite material 
is operable to capture and store at least a portion of evaporative emissions. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert A. Hopkins whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 159. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30am-6pm, 
every Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on 571-272-1166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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